
 

 

    

 
 

British Sports 
Pre-activities 

 

 

Help students prepare for their Cultural Byte with these supportive pre-talk activities 

The aim of these activities is to present and practice target vocabulary in a fun and engaging way which 

will later be used during the Cultural Byte video. Although their aim is to help with understanding prior to 

the video, they may be adapted to fit your classroom’s specific needs for use at any time. 

Word list for Oxford Cultural Talk “British Sports and Curious Competitions” 

1. Shuttlecock (noun) 2. Oval (noun) 

3. Curling (noun) 4. Cox (noun) 

5. Athletics (noun) 6. Bowler (noun) 

7. Bails (noun) 8. Fielder (noun) 

9. Stumps (noun) 10. Wicket keeper (noun) 

11. Wicket (noun) 12. Catch out (verb) 

13. Pitch (noun) 14. Bladder (noun) 

15. Field (noun) 16. Fence (noun) 

17. Club-and-ball sport (noun) 18. Row (verb) 

 

SPORT GAMES 

The race is on! 

 Get students to sit in a circle and set a timer for one minute using your watch or a sand timer. 

 Shout out a subject e.g. Sports and students have to take turns calling out words or phrases 

relating to the subject.  They have to get all the way around the circle before the minute is up. 

 Play the game again to see if students can break their own record or play again with a different 

subject. 

 

Matches 

 The aim of this game is to practise verb and noun collocations. 

 Write the verbs on one side of the board and the nouns on the other side but in a jumbled up 

order.   

 Get students to come out one by one to the board to join up the matches. 

 

Simon Says 

 Get the students to stand up and look at the teacher. 

 Tell the class that you will give them an instruction and if it begins with “Simon Says…”then the 

students must do the action, if not they must remain still. E.g. Simon Says jump. 

 Students who don’t mime or make a mistake are eliminated and have to sit down. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Continue the game until only one player is still standing and they are the winner. 

 

Charades 

 Divide the class in to two teams. 

 Get one student per team to mime a clue from the vocabulary set.  The students in the team have 

to guess what it is. 

 Repeat with all members of each team. 

 

On your marks… 

 Divide class into two teams. 

 Ask a question to students from each team in turn, using the target grammar structure or 

vocabulary set. 

 Students have 30 seconds to give you as many correct answers as possible. 

 Give a point for each correct answer. The team with the most points wins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    

 
 
 

British Sports 
Post-activities 

Consolidate your knowledge of British Sports by doing these activities after 
watching the Cultural Byte video 

 
Vocabulary matching exercise:  
 

                                  

Answer Key: a (2), b (7), c (4), d (5), e (3), f (6), g (1), h (8)  

Sport descriptions:  

a) ____________ is a game played with a bat and ball on a large field, between two teams of 
11 players each. 

b) ____________ is a racquet sport played using racquets to hit a shuttlecock across a net. 
 

c) ____________ a form of football played with an oval ball. It is a full contact sport, the game 
is played with two teams, each of fifteen players. 

d) ____________ is a sport in which players slide stones on a sheet of ice toward a target area 
which is segmented into four concentric circles. 

Answer Key: a (cricket), b (badminton), c (rugby), d (curling) 

Sports Riddles:  

I am played at Wimbledon and the US Open. The object of the game is to move 
the ball so the opponent is not able to play a valid return: 

I am only played outdoors. Players use various clubs to hit balls into tiny holes: 
 

I am played with an orange ball, by five men who are very tall. Bounce the ball 
on the floor and throw it through a ring if you want to score: 

I am a team sport and the world’s most popular sport.  
Every 4 years we have the World Cup: 

a) BADMINTON  

b) CANOEING  

c) FENCING  

d) CRICKET  

e) WATER POLO   

f) GOLF  

g) SNOOKER  

h) DARTS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key: tennis, golf, basketball, football  

Communicative task:  

The objective of this task is that the students do some research on sports or competitions in Spain. 

Some basic grammar such as the present simple and past simple tenses can be practiced when writing 

or presenting the information.  

Students might need to use the internet to find out information, they can also use a dictionary if 

necessary and some of the information learned in the Oxford Cultural Talk. 

Steps: 
 

1. Divide the class into groups of 4 or 5 students and ask each group to choose a sport or 

competition in Spain.  

2. Ask them to do some research on the sport/competition they chose, and then answer the 

questions on the worksheet.  

3. Each group presents what they have found out about the sport/competition to the rest of the 

class (5-8 minutes per group). 

 

Answer the following questions about the sport you chose to prepare your presentation. You can do 

some research on the internet. 

 

What does it consist of?  

Where do people celebrate this competition? 

When did they start celebrating it? 

Why do they celebrate it?   

Do they need any special equipment?  

 

 

 



 

 

    

            

            British Sports 
Teacher’s Notes 

 

 
TEACHER INTRODUCTION 

 
This series of online Cultural Byte videos and this support material have been produced with a specific 
online audience in mind, however, we want to make clear that teachers can choose to use these videos 
and their accompanying materials with other audiences and other levels of English proficiency, but they 
may need to provide extra help and guidance in cases where the students are younger or have a lower 
level of English. 
 
These are some notes containing ideas of how to present or accompany the British Sports Cultural Byte 

video. 

Activities for BEFORE the students watch the video: 

Students can be sent the pdf files containing the pre-talk activities and wordlist BEFORE they are given 

access to the video. These activities include individual questions as well as group work and will help the 

students familiarise themselves with the topic in the video and the relevant vocabulary.  

 

Additional multimedia: can be used by the teacher to give an online class or sent as links to the students 

for them to use in their projects or research around the subject.  

 
Cricket explained 

Welcome to the amazing sport of: Cricket. Cricket is the second most popular sport in the world and is 
played in over 120 countries. Find out more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKnmqtools4 

 
A day in the life 

of a Blue… 

The Boat Race is an annual rowing contest between crews from Oxford and Cambridge, on the River Thames 
in south west London. A day in the life of a Blue… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7M6xVErgmYM 

 
The All Blacks 

first Haka 2019 

The Haka is iconic throughout the world, they use aggressive facial expressions to scare their opponents.  
The All Blacks first Haka at Rugby World Cup 2019: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOuycLaJ-_s 

 
Rugby World Cup 

tries 

Here’s some Rugby action: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak-Bh12oUlo 

 

Activities to be completed AFTER students watch the video: 

These are individual and group post talk activities which can be sent to the students in pdf format and 

which require them to reproduce information they have received in the video as well as extending and 

deepening their knowledge of the topic through projects. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKnmqtools4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7M6xVErgmYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOuycLaJ-_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak-Bh12oUlo

